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BRITISH VALUES
at New Waltham Academy
	At New Waltham Academy, we promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance. These values are woven through our ethos, curriculum, spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, and our commitment to children’s rights.



	DEMOCRACY
Every voice matters
	RULE OF LAW
Rules keep us safe
	INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY
Safe choices & freedom
	MUTUAL RESPECT
We value one another
	TOLERANCE
We celebrate difference




Mutual Respect & Tolerance
We teach children to value every person, celebrate difference and show kindness in words and actions.
	UNCRC
RIGHTS
	Article 2  Every child has the right to be treated equally and with respect
Article 14  Every child has the right to practise their own religion
Article 29  Every child has the right to an education
Article 30  Every child has the right to practise their own culture



Our values in action
Our whole-school values project develops the attitudes children need to live happy, successful lives in their communities. A monthly value is explored through assemblies, Health Education (HE) sessions and everyday conversations across school. Families receive a monthly values letter explaining the value, what it means and how it can be demonstrated.
Celebrating role models
Each month, teachers nominate a pupil who is a strong role model for one or more of our school values. The recipient receives a “Good Role Model” badge and their photograph is displayed in the school hall. Our school values — alongside values chosen by staff and governors — are also displayed prominently.
Respect through RE
In Religious Education, children explore challenging questions, listen to different viewpoints and learn what faith practices mean to individuals. Our enquiry-based approach helps pupils develop mutual respect, tolerance and critical-thinking skills so they can discuss beliefs thoughtfully and recognise intolerance in their community and the media.

Democracy
We help children understand that their views matter — and that listening respectfully to others matters too.
	UNCRC
RIGHTS
	Article 12  Every child has the right to be heard
Article 2  Every child has the right to be treated equally and with respect



Pupil voice
Pupils are listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and respectfully to one another. Children share their opinions and ideas through the New Waltham Academy School Council, pupil-voice activities and regular questionnaires.
Democracy in action
School Council representatives are elected by pupil vote, reflecting the principles of the British electoral system. Visits to the local council and the Houses of Parliament, together with “hot air debates” and mock elections, help pupils learn how to form, explain and defend a point of view.
Rights and responsibilities
Our work towards becoming a UNICEF Rights Respecting School strengthens pupils’ understanding that everyone has a voice, alongside a responsibility to respect the rights of others.

Individual Liberty
We empower pupils to make informed choices, understand their rights and use their freedoms safely and responsibly.
	UNCRC
RIGHTS
	Article 19  Every child has the right to be protected from harm
Article 12  Every child has the right to be heard
Article 2  Every child has the right to be treated equally and with respect



Confidence and choice
Within a safe and supportive environment, pupils are encouraged to make choices and develop self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence. Clear boundaries help children understand how to exercise their rights and personal freedoms responsibly.
Staying safe
Online safety and Health Education lessons teach pupils how to make safe, informed decisions. Our strong anti-bullying culture and values work encourage children to make positive choices and seek help when they need it.
Everyday independence
Children experience meaningful choice throughout school life — from selecting an appropriate level of challenge in lessons to choosing extra-curricular clubs, music opportunities and their daily lunch option.


Rule of Law
Children learn why rules and laws exist, how they protect people and why our actions have consequences.
	UNCRC
RIGHTS
	Article 19  Every child has the right to be protected from harm
Article 2  Every child has the right to be treated equally and with respect
Article 29  Every child has the right to an education



Understanding rules
The importance of rules and laws — in the classroom, across school and in the wider country — is reinforced through lessons, assemblies, RE, PE, behaviour expectations and class charters created during transition week. By helping to shape class rules, pupils understand both the reasons for them and the consequences when they are broken.
Keeping communities safe
We support pupils to distinguish right from wrong and understand that living under the rule of law protects individuals. Visits and input from organisations such as the Police, Fire Service and NSPCC reinforce these messages. Our restorative approach helps children resolve conflict and repair relationships.
Exploring law through RE
RE gives pupils opportunities to consider laws, commandments and expectations within different faiths, and how these can shape people’s lives. For example, pupils may explore Muslim prayer routines or Christian ideas about forgiveness, law and responsibility.

Our shared aim
Through these experiences, we help every child grow into a thoughtful, confident and responsible citizen who understands their rights, respects the rights of others and is ready to contribute positively to modern Britain.
Growing responsible, respectful and confident citizens
